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MESSAGE FROM THE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 
AUSTRALASIA CHAIR

Hono | Connecting 

Whakawhanake | Developing 

Learning Environments Australasia is the peak body for education facility design. We’re a community of over 900 
architects, educators, designers and planners from New Zealand and Australia with the focus on enhancing the 
educational experience by innovating and improving the places where people learn. 

re:Activate - generating a city of learning is the 21st Regional Annual Conference and is curated by our NZ Chapter. This 
year, our conference will be special as we embark on a mixture of outstanding speakers, re: Activate sessions and touring 
schools that have regenerated following the 2010 and 2011 Christchurch earthquakes. 

In true New Zealand spirit, they have taken on the challenge and have built more innovative learning spaces as they 
invest in the next generation of learners. 

Join us as we explore a vast array of learning environments from early childhood, primary and secondary school 
settings, to universities and civic spaces that make up the urban fabric required to re:Activate a city, the city that  
is Christchurch. 

The themes of connecting, developing and designing, will inform our conference as we unite as a learning community, 
while we develop our understanding of designing for exceptional education experiences. 

Join us in Christchurch in 2023, be part of a community from Australasia and around the world. Together we will deepen 
our shared understandings, possibly change mindsets, and grow as a rich community of people dedicated to making 
quality learning environments for all. 

The conference will delve into the following three themes:

To design for a specific learning setting while aligning 
to the special character or cultural needs of the people 
who will go on to work, live and grow in a learning space. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at re:Activate 
2023, come on over and explore some of the best 
learning environments that Australasia has to offer.   

To connect, building relationships through shared 
experiences and working together to provide people 
with a sense of belonging in a learning space. 

To develop or improve on something either existing or 
new can be simple or complex, however, we hope for 
positive outcomes for all concerned. 

Daniel Smith 

Chair  
Learning Environments Australasia 

Whakarārangi | Designing
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
re:Activate  
CONFERENCE CHAIR
It is with great pleasure that Learning Environments 
New Zealand invites you to the 21st Regional Annual 
Conference for Learning Environments Australasia, 
re:Activate – generating a city of learning, in Ōtautahi /
Christchurch, New Zealand.

We are grateful for our gifted whakataukī:

Tūngia te ururoa, kia tupu whakaritorito te tupu o te 
harakeke. 

Clear away the old and redundant plants so the good 
may grow vigorously.

Our conference themes are 
Connecting, Developing and Designing

As designers of educational experiences and learning 
spaces we are altering our expectations and practice 
to reflect how education has shifted to respond to our 
ever-changing world. We are all aiming to enhance 
the educational experience for learners, teachers, 
leaders, and the associated communities and to 
improve outcomes for our learners by create learning 
opportunities never thought possible in the past. 

This conference has set a goal of reactivating people, 
to push the boundaries of improving design to expand 
learning opportunities, to think beyond the norms 
we have created over the last hundred plus years in 
education. Our school communities want educators and 
designers creating learning opportunities and learning 
spaces that enable people to grow and learn in the best 
way possible for them and we need to be brave in our 
thinking and achieve this as a collective if we are to meet 
these expectations. 

We know that this conference will challenge ideas of the 
past and extend thinking for a more diverse, culturally 
aware, inclusive, and engaging future for all. 

As Conference Chair I hope that delegates will:

Connect with the variety of contexts available in 
Christchurch and experience the shift in recent history 
in our New Zealand education. By connecting with 
the strong cultural narrative that has informed the 
reactivation of learning environments and pedagogy in 
Ōtautahi/Christchurch. 

Develop their knowledge of how to improve existing 
spaces, or build new spaces, while extending 
pedagogy and practice to reach better outcomes for 
all, whilst considering the need for diversity, cultural 
responsiveness, and inclusion of all learners. 

Design learning environments and educational 
experiences that contextualise the culturally significant 

Jacque Allen

Past Chair Learning Environments 
New Zealand

Conference Chair re:Activate 2023

aspects of the learning community they are serving,  
to enable us all to create better outcomes for all.  

Our New Zealand conference committee has invited 
leading thinkers, designers, educators, strategists, 
and academics from across various sectors, countries, 
disciplines, and professional backgrounds to share with 
you their knowledge, skills and experience. Together 
we envision the conference will provide a diversity of 
perspectives and generate conversations that will last 
beyond 2023. 

The Learning Environments New Zealand team have 
also put together a pre-conference for delegates, 
Queenstown Schools’ LENZ Tour 2023, on Monday 15th 
May, the tour includes a winery lunch. You will need to 
book quickly as there are limited spaces available. This 
is separate to re:Activate 2023 conference.  

We are all part of a community of professionals working 
together to enhance the educational experience, to 
improve outcomes for learners through quality learning 
environments. As part of that community please join 
us as we, the people of New Zealand, host a unique 
opportunity to see the widest range of recently built 
learning environments in Australasia and possibly the 
world. 

We hope you will be reactivated in your own profession, 
to open your mind and extend your thinking about what 
spaces and learning looks like in 2023 and beyond. 
Nau mai haere mai, we look forward to seeing you at 
re:Activate 2023.
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PRE-CONFERENCE TOUR

Te Pou Ārahi - Learning Environments New Zealand (LENZ) are pleased to announce a stunning one-day event in 
Queenstown on Monday 15th May 2023. In anticipation of the Regional Annual Conference in Christchurch in 2023, 
re:Activate - generating a city of learning (17th-19th May 2023), LENZ have organised a pre-conference one day event - 
Queenstown Schools’ LENZ Tour on Monday 15th May. The LENZ Tour will run from 8:30am to 3:30pm visiting three local 
schools, hearing from both the educators and the designers involved in these learning environments, each stop will 
include a full tour of the school. Lunch will be provided at Mora Wines & Artisan Kitchen, in Arrow town. 

QUEENSTOWN SCHOOLS’ LENZ TOUR 2023 

Date: Monday 15th May

$300 for LEA/LENZ Members 

$350 for non-members (NZD) including GST. 

There are limited places available for this tour, please be quick to secure your place. 

21st Annual Conference 17th-19th May 20238

Register here

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/queenstown-schools-lenz-tour-2023-tickets-415691413207


re:Activate PROGRAMME

**Information pertaining to the program, speakers, site tours and workshop sessions is subject to change. 
For the most up to date conference information please visit our website.**

Tuesday 16 May 2023

5:30pm Early Registration open and delegates begin to arrive  

6:00pm
Pre Event Christchurch Event  
This evening includes drinks and canapes, a conversation with director Peter Young  
and a screening of the ‘The Art of Recovery’ film.

7:00pm In Conversation with the director: Peter Young 

7:30pm ‘The Art of Recovery’ film to play

8:00pm Event concludes, free evening to explore Christchurch

Wednesday 17 May 2023

7:30am Registration and arrival tea and coffee  

8:30am

 
Conference Opening: 
 
- Pōwhiri 
- Welcome from LEA Chair, Daniel Smith 
- Welcome from 2023 LEA Conference Chair, Jacque Allen

9:00am Keynote | Te Ao Hurihuri: The Indigenising Power of Narrative      
Dr Liz Brown, Kōia te Mātauraka

10:00am Morning Tea with Trade Exhibitors 

10:15am Site Tours commence 
Buses will depart in staggered time slots from Te Pae Convention Centre 

1:15pm
Site Tours conclude 
Buses will return to Te Pae Convention Centre 
Lunch with Trade Exhibitors

2:15pm

re:Activate Session 1 
Please select one re:Activate Session 1 to attend from below

re:Activate Session 1 | Grow Waitaha: Learners at the Centre of Change 
Cheryl Doig, Grow Waitaha

re:Activate Session 1 | The Voice of Indigeneity to Amplify Architecture 
Whare Timu, Warren and Mahoney’s Advanced Indigenous Design Unit
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Wednesday 17 May 2023

2:15pm

re:Activate Session 1 | MakingSPACE: Strategies and protocols 
to activate collaborate environments 
Fiona Young, Hayball & Dion Tuckwell, Monash University
re:Activate Session 1 | MakingSPACE: Strategies and protocols to activate collaborate environments 
Fiona Young, Hayball & Dion Tuckwell, Monash University 
John R. Dale, HED Architects and Richard Leonard, Hayball

re:Activate Session 1 | It’s not about the walls 
Steve Saville

re:Activate Session 1 | The search for connectedness in students’ lived experience of space 
Jennifer Charteris, University of New England, Jo Anderson, University of New England  
and Dr Angela Page, University of Newcastle 

re:Activate Session 1| Designing for inclusion and wellness: Reframing the planning of learning spaces 
Dr Scott Alterator, Judy Connell, Fergus Chisholm and Dr Ben Cleveland

3:15pm Keynote | Timeless. Finding Kronos. What can we leave for 22nd century? 
Takaharu Tezuka, Tezuka Architects 

4:30pm Welcome Reception  
Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre

6:30pm Free evening to explore Christchurch

Thursday 18 May 2023

8:00am Registration and arrival tea and coffee 

8:30am LEA General Members Meeting

9:00am Conference commencement day two 
- LEA Life Members Presentation

9:15am Keynote | Imagine if... the future! 
Derek Wenmoth, FutureMakers

10:15am Morning Tea with Trade Exhibitors

1:30pm
Site Tours commence 
Buses will depart in staggered time slots from Te Pae Convention Centre 
Lunch with Trade Exhibitors

2:30pm

re:Activate Session 2 
Please select one re:Activate Session 1 to attend from below

re:Activate Session 2 | Developing a Learning Ecosystem to Accelerate change 
Cheryl Doig, Grow Waitaha

re:Activate Session 2 | The Voice of Indigeneity to Amplify Architecture 
Whare Timu, Warren and Mahoney’s Advanced Indigenous Design Unit

re:Activate Session 2 | MakingSPACE: Strategies and protocols to activate collaborate environments 
Fiona Young, Hayball & Dion Tuckwell, Monash University

re:Activate Session 2 | Stakeholder engagement and collaboration:  
The building blocks for a robust project brief. 
Jane Hill, Chow: Hill’s

re:Activate Session 2 | The importance of Process in Developing Cultural Narratives for Schools 
Meiling Honson and Elisapeta Heta, Jasmax
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Thursday 18 May 2023

3:30pm Afternoon Tea with Trade Exhibitors

4:00pm Keynote  
Kaila Colbin, Boma 

5:00pm Day two conference concludes

7:00pm 
11:00pm

Conference Dinner and Awards, Christchurch Town Hall 
Theme: “Paint the Town Red” to honour the Canterbury colours of red and black

Friday 19 May 2023

9:00am Registration and arrival tea and coffee

9:30am Welcome address 

9:40am The Millennial Mindset: Insights from a New Generation

10:25am Mayfield Presentation 

11:00am Morning Tea with Trade Exhibitors  

11:30am
Keynote | DREAM BIG ACHIEVE MORE: Creating an Awesome Life through Bendin 
Perceptions 
Cam Calkoen

12:30pm Trade exhibitor passbook draw with trade exhibitors 

12:40pm Wrap up and announcement of the 2024 conference 

12:50pm Kaupapa Māori

1:00pm Conference concludes
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re:Activate SPEAKERS

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Terry Williams 
Author and Professional 

Stand-up Comedian

Terry Williams has a rare combination of 25 years’ 
serious experience as a leadership trainer and authoring 
of five books with 20 years’ of his far less serious 
experience as a professional stand-up comedian. 

In between zipping around the Asia-Pacific region 
delivering keynote presentations about change, 
leadership and motivation, he facilitates workshops 
on those same topics, helping leaders and teams help 
themselves. And, in between that, he’s performing 
comedy on cruise ships. While his original trade is 
training, he’s had plenty of real-world leadership 
experience as a leader in the insurance, sales, 
telecommunications, gaming and government sectors. 
He is also a columnist for ‘Employment Today’ magazine 
and is one of only a few Certified Speaking Professionals 
(CSPs) from New Zealand. 

His books, including ‘The Brain-Based Boss’ and 
‘Getting Better Buy-In’ take psychological research 
and break it down, to make it interesting and useful 

for people wanting to improve their performance and 
engage the people they work with, offering practical 
tools that frontline leaders can actually use to make a 
difference. Since 2001, he’s done 2 dangerous things a 
year and that experience is the basis for his book and 
presentation of that name. Using both his serious and 
comedy skills, he’s supported Alzheimer’s Auckland 
and the Rotary Enrichment Programme, a project that 
supports reading rehabilitation in lower decile schools. 

Terry has appeared on TV’s ‘Good Morning’, ‘Sunrise’, 
and ‘The Project’. As a stand-up, he has performed in 
New Zealand, Australia, Singapore and the US, as well 
as several of his own solo shows in the NZ International 
Comedy Festival. He spent two years deep on the bench 
of a National League basketball team in the late 80s that 
was second-to-bottom at the time. He has two kids who 
have left home (a couple of times).
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Elizabeth Brown 
Chair, Kōia te Mātauraka

Takaharu Tezuka 
Professor, Tokyo City University  
President, Tezuka Architects 

Title: Te Ao Hurihuri: The Indigenising Power of 
Narrative     

Abstract: Liz will examine the importance of 
understanding the meta narrative within Aotearoa 
and the significance of your own positionality. She will 
use case studies to show the ramifications of Ruamoko 
on Canterbury and examine how mini narratives have 
shaped the design of educational facilities 
and pedagogy.

Biography: Ko Nuku Mānia te maunga Ko Orakaia te 
awa Ko Te Waihora te hāpua Ko Kāi Tahu, Kāti Māmoe 
me Waitaha ngā iwi Ko Moki te marae Ko Taumutu 
te wāhi  Ko Liz Brown tōku ingoa.   Liz has worked 
in education across a number of fields, as a primary 
school teacher, a tertiary lecturer, and for the Ministry 

Title: Timeless. Finding Kronos.  What can we leave for 
22nd century? 

Abstract: There are many divination about oldness, 
but unlike a trees or fossils there is no scientific way to 
specify the age. The age of architecture is too young 
for radiocarbon dating. There are only the stories 
written by human being. History is not a science but 
memorandum. Memorandum is nothing more than data. 
It’s nothing more than a result. What we want to discuss 
is not about past but about future. There used be the 
time when the building material was used to specify 
the age of architecture, but there are world heritage 
buildings composed of new materials mostly because 
of the restoration process. As long as meeting modern 
needs, it is necessary to replace some materials. There 
are many timber heritage architectures older than 
millennium in Japan, but most of the materials have 
been replaced through the years. The longevity is 
nothing to do with the durability of the material. Mostly 
old architecture is fragile and needs to be taken care 
of. Inclination of wall and floor by aging sometimes 
appreciated to ensure the authenticity.  Functionality 
is nothing to do with the life span. Old architecture is 
usually inefficient compared to modern architecture. 

of Education.  She was the Chairperson of Mātauraka , a 
Ngāi Tahu mandated advisory board to the Ministry of 
Education, focussed on the regeneration of education 
in Greater Christchurch.  Mātauraka Mahaanui had a 
team of people supporting the inclusion of cultural 
narratives in the design of Early Childhood Centres and 
schools, as well as in the curriculum.  She now chairs a 
new education entity Kōia te Mātauraka. She has held 
governance roles on Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu board, 
Ngāi Tahu representative on the CPIT Council, and is a 
member of Te Waihora Co-Governance Board. Liz is also 
the Chairperson of Te Taumutu Rūnanga.  Liz is currently 
the Deputy Assistant Vice Chancellor Māori at the 
University of Canterbury.

Nothing was old at the beginning of the existence. If the 
architecture was built as old, that one wouldn’t last long. 
What makes a city to be old? No architect knows how 
long the architecture last in the long term, when they 
build the architecture. Only Kronos knows which one is 
going last long.

Biography: Born in Tokyo, Japan. B. Arch, Musashi 
Institute of Technology in 1987. M. Arch, University 
of Pennsylvania in 1990. After worked for Richard 
Rogers Partnership Ltd. from 1990 to 1994, Takaharu 
founded TEZUKA ARCHITECTS with his partner Yui 
Tezuka in 1994. They have extensive experience 
designing spaces for children, such as Fuji Kindergarten, 
which was named the best school in the world by 
OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) and UNESCO. Their works include 
Muku Nursery and Niijima Forest - Niijima Gakuen 
Junior College Hall & Chapel, both of which won World 
Architecture Festival in 2018 and 2021. Their theory on 
children’s environment is published as the “ Tezuka 
Architects : the Yellow Book. “His TED talk “The best 
kindergarten you’ve ever seen” is among the 10 most 
popular TED talks of 2015.
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Derek Wenmoth 
Founder, FutureMakers

Title: Imagine if... the future!

Abstract: The education landscape has changed, 
especially after the disruption of the earthquakes of 
2010 and 2011 and more recently the March shootings 
and of course the pandemic has caused, and continues 
to cause, in all areas of society across NZ and around the 
world. We may not be able to predict the future – but we 
can prepare for it. To do that involves taking the time 
to understand and learn from the past; to use foresight 
strategies to look to the future and then decide how we 
should live in the present so that we are best prepared 
for what may happen. 

These recent events have highlighted the need for a 
timely and robust response to the things that cause 
disruption to our ways of working as an education 
system. They’ve highlighted both strengths and 
weaknesses in the capacity of our system - including 
educators, schools and the Ministry - to deal with 
change and continue to develop. We’ve known for some 
time that our system must change – so why is it so slow 
and so difficult to do this? What could happen if, instead 
of focusing on the problems and the immediate fixes, we 
were to imagine if…? 

•	 Imagine if we could design a system that had 
the resilience to withstand constant change and 
disruption – what would it look like? What would be 
different? 

•	 Imagine if we could create an education system 
that truly prepares young learners for their future 
– not our past – how would it operate? What would 
the curriculum involve? 

•	 Imagine if we had the resources to achieve the 
change we believe is necessary – how would we 
ensure everyone is on board? 

And how would we deal with roadblocks? 

In his keynote Derek will introduce some thoughts 
about what the future may hold by looking at some of 
the trends and patterns shaping our current world. He’ll 
then challenge us to imagine how we might respond – 
not simply by creating new strategies and action plans, 
but also by understanding more deeply the process of 
change – how to build buy-in, remove roadblocks and 
engage in a process of constant experimentation to 
shape and refine our thinking.

Biography: Derek is acknowledged as one of NZ 
education’s foremost future focused thinkers. He is 
regularly asked to consult with schools and government 
agencies regarding the future directions of educational 
policy and practice in New Zealand and internationally. 
Derek has been a teacher, principal, a teacher educator 
and education policy writer. 

In 2003 he co-founded CORE Education, a leading 
provider of educational research and services in NZ. 
He stepped aside from CORE in 2018 to establish 
FutureMakers, an organization committed to inspiring 
the next generation of leaders, thinkers and problem-
solvers.  He is currently a senior adviser to the NZ 
Ministry of Education, and also works with schools 
and education institutions across New Zealand and 
internationally to help them develop their capacity 
for a future focused approach to education. Derek is 
driven by a deep personal belief in the public good of 
education, regarding education as the pathway to self-
improvement, and a fundamental right of every human 
being. He believes that all learners come to class with 
rich knowledge and experiences; and that our approach 
to education must place them at the centre of our 
learning design and teaching. 

In recognition of his work in education, Derek was 
designated one of 2008’s “Global Six” by the George 
Lucas Educational Foundation which recognizes 
individuals making a difference in education. Derek 
maintains a blog on matters relating to e-learning and 
other aspects of interest to educators that can be found 
at www.futuremakers.nz/blog.
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Kaila Colbin 
Founder and CEO, Boma

Cam Calkoen

Title: Presentation details to be announced

Biography: Kaila Colbin is the founder and CEO of 
Boma, the 2022 Kea WCNZ Friend of New Zealand award 
winner and a Certified Dare to Lead™ Facilitator.  She 
spearheaded the hugely successful SingularityU New 
Zealand and Australia Summits, introducing more than 

Title: DREAM BIG ACHIEVE MORE: Creating an Awesome 
Life through Bending Perceptions

Abstract: Born with Cerebral Palsy, Cam and his parents 
were told that he would forever be dependent on others. 
At this point he and his family had the same choice that 
everyone of us have, focus on what one can’t do and 
what society expects or dream big, achieve more, and 
create an awesome life. Cam chose the latter and turned 
“he can’t” into “he can” becoming an athletic gold 
medalist, charitable fundraiser, social entrepreneur, 
and an inspirational speaker. How? Why? because he 
believed he could. This belief was generated through an 
education that stretched from the launch of “tomorrows 
schools” when he started primary school in Napier, 
through to Ponsonby Intermediate under the leadership 
of Iain Taylor and Rangitoto College under the guidance 
of the late Allen Peachey, schools and names that have 
left their mark both on New Zealand’s education system 
and Cam.

2,500 people to exponential technologies and their 
impact on humanity. She trained with Brené Brown 
and Al Gore. She is also a co-founder and trustee of 
the non-profit Ministry of Awesome and has served on 
many boards, including as Chair and Deputy Chair.  Her 
purpose in life is to be an uplifting presence.

Speaking throughout the world Cam tributes a lot to 
educators and environments who looked to create 
an experience rather than simply “tick a box”. He’s 
experienced a cross-section of educators as a student, 
an adult and founder of the Carabiner Youth Mentoring 
Program, his anecdotal keynote will wow, woo, 
challenge and ultimately inspire us to build dreams.

Biography: Cam Calkoen dreams of a world where 
everyone is inspired to embrace their opportunity and 
our physical being is no barrier to succeeding in our 
dreams and aspirations. It is dreams that have brought 
the world to what we see today and our aspirations that 
will propel it into the future. No one can walk and talk 
at birth. Some people like Cam, are presented with this 
likelihood for the rest of their lives. He chose to defy the 
odds, and now showcases what can be achieved when 
we identify a challenge, leverage our opportunities and 
uniqueness, and indeed live for awesome!
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re:Activate SESSIONS

SESSION 1 | Wednesday 17 May 2023 | 2:15pm - 3:15pm
SESSION 2 | Thursday 18 May 2023 | 2:30pm – 3:30pm

Wednesday 17 May 2023 | 2:15pm - 3:15pm 

re:Activate Session 1&2 | Grow Waitaha: 
Learners at the Centre of Change | Wednesday & Thursday 

re:Activate Session 1&2 | The Voice of Indigeneity 
to Amplify Architecture | Wednesday & Thursday 

You will have an opportunity to select a total of two re:Activate Session’s to attend from the below options. 

Cheryl Doig, Grow Waitaha

Whare Timu, Warren and Mahoney’s Advanced Indigenous Design Unit

Abstract: The Grow Waitaha team has supported schools in the greater Christchurch region to consider how learning 
might transform in learning spaces, underpinned by a strong cultural narrative and the future focus. We will share some 
of the ways in which schools have been supported with changes to physical environments in a post-earthquake city 
while keeping the focus on learning. The programme continues to evolve to meet local needs using four impact focuses 
- futures, pathways, equity and inclusion, and wellbeing. This Ministry of Education project has a unique collaborative 
approach that enables communities to learn from each other so that all benefit.

Abstract: Architecture can empower indigenous communities, and indeed all of us, giving rise to cities which are unique 
and powerful expressions of our civic identity. Indigenous cultures have relevance to everyone. They remind us of a time 
in our collective past when we were intrinsically more connected to Country, and they offer seminal lessons as we search 
for ways to solve the problems of our time. Despite increasing awareness around cultural inclusivity, co-design, and 
the value it brings, we are not yet scratching the surface. In my presentation, we will look at the potential of co-design, 
consider the keys steps required to realise its potential, and showcase projects where co-design has elevated outcomes. 

We’ll discuss: 

•	 The potential of Co-Design to inform design holistically, resulting in better project outcomes 

•	 The process to achieve that potential 

•	 How we can navigate the poignant forces of the day, including cultural inclusivity, sustainability, and technology 11 

•	 What best practice looks like in Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Australia 

•	 And what the future could look like…
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re:Activate Session 1&2 | MakingSPACE: Strategies and protocols 
to activate collaborate environments | Wednesday & Thursday 

re:Activate Session 1&2| Designing for inclusion and wellness: 
Reframing the planning of learning spaces | Wednesday & Thursday 

Fiona Young, Hayball & Dion Tuckwell, Monash University

Dr Scott Alterator, University of Melbourne Judy Connell, Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic schools, Fergus Chisholm, 
Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic schools and Dr Ben Cleveland, University of Melbourne.

Abstract: Emerging research shows higher numbers of affordances are perceived by teachers and architects in 
innovative learning environments (ILEs) than may be found in traditional classrooms. Yet, researchers note that offering 
ILEs alone will not bring about significant changes to teacher practice in schools. Supporting teachers to take advantage 
of the affordances of learning spaces that offer ‘variety and choice’ through multiple activity settings is important in 
eliciting pedagogical change.

In this hands-on session, we share the outputs of two PhD studies focused on the development of strategies that may 
be employed to support teachers to actualise the affordances of ILEs for deep learning. An innovative interdisciplinary 
study comprising Participatory Action Research (PAR) and Co-design was engaged to explore teachers’ practices in 
relation to new infrastructure. Conducted with teachers at two secondary schools transitioning to ILEs, this study drew 
out deep understandings of current practices. Participants planned, enacted, and reflected on strategies for change, 
enabling them to share insights, build relationships, and work together, empowering them as individuals within a shared 
community of practice. The study informed the development of a set of tools designed to support teachers in their 
pedagogical use of ILEs for collaborative and deep learning.

Abstract: Inclusive school agendas are proliferating internationally. This means school systems are increasingly focused 
on achieving equity and offering a diversity of experiences for all learners. In this context, school architecture is poised 
to play a significant role in supporting inclusive education.

With these shifts comes demand for new knowledge. While legislation and social policy development actively seeks to 
embed inclusivity in social structures and design, barriers to inclusion are well documented and combine both socio-
cultural and material factors. New knowledge about how best to align policy and practice in inclusive learning spaces is 
required (desperately).

This session will report findings from research being conducted by the Learning Environments Applied Research 
Network (LEarN) at the University of Melbourne into ‘Inclusive learning environments in Catholic schools’, supported by 
Melbourne Archdioceses Catholic Schools, and other pilot studies conducted by the LEaRN team. This research draws 
on the perspectives of learners, parents, carers, educators, school system leaders, allied health professionals – and 
importantly people with disability and/or people with lived experience of supporting learners with disability in schools.

The interactive session will present key insights for reframing the planning and design of learning environments for 
inclusion and wellness. Participants will have the chance to reflect on the design of their own school spaces in the 
context of these insights.
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re:Activate Session 1 | Prototyping Innovative Learning Settings: 
Designing Educational Facilities for Change | Wednesday

re:Activate Session 1 | It’s not about the walls | Wednesday

re:Activate Session 1 | The search for connectedness in students’

Jennifer Charteris, University of New England, Jo Anderson, University of New England and  
Dr Angela Page, University of Newcastle

Abstract: Globally, schools across all sectors are transitioning towards contemporary teaching and learning practices 
and constructing new environments to support these pedagogies. The shared challenge we face as designers is to 
re-imagine these environments from the traditional, familiar classroom to highly connected and diverse learning 
landscapes supporting a range of activities – and to design to permit further growth and evolution. For educators, this 
reimagining of the physical environment sits alongside a reimagining of professional practice and classroom dynamics, a 
significant change for both educators as individuals and leaders inspiring change within their school communities.

Open Building advocates the creation of a resilient building stock supporting adaptation over time while facilitating 
decision-making on multiple levels. In the context of educational facilities, this means creating spaces that 
accommodate change as the pedagogies being explored and the communities around them evolve. This presentation 
/ workshop explores decision-making strategies designed to support a longer and more dynamic vision about 
educational space and highlights some recent school projects from across the United States and Australia that embody 
the principals of resilient, adaptable learning environments particularly well. The workshop explores prototyping, 
collaborative, collective decision making and strategic design that facilitates change and innovation over time.

Abstract To flourish a person has to feel that they are an individual of worth within an institution of purpose. Students 
and staff alike need to feel that they are respected as unique and valued individuals and that they are operating within a 
collective that has genuine purpose.

Physical environments alone cannot create this culture of care, but they can assist in the development of a culture 
that is based on relational trust and respect. Sustainable change can occur when a more flexible approach to space is 
partnered with a strong and cohesive vision and a reexamination of what teaching, and learning could and should look 
like. Ultimately it is how people operate within any space that makes the difference not the space itself.

Abstract: Our interactive session addresses the work of architects, educational designers, educational leaders, 
teachers, boards of trustees and other stakeholders.

Our session will explore positive relationships, a sense of peace and wellbeing, and a feeling of belonging that are facets 
of ‘school connectedness’. Connectedness is an important element in the Christchurch context where disruption, change 
and even trauma have been present over the last few years. In this presentation and interactive session, we signal 
the centrality of belonging in the learning spaces of ILEs. The research team draw on various case studies to present 
a student focused lens on how the implications of the lived experiences of young people in flexible learning spaces 
can indicate what will support connectedness. At the heart of our analysis is the recognition that Space is a socially 
produced, relational construct and cannot just be seen as a ‘container’ for objects and people to work and thrive in.

We share data from students in Australia and Aotearoa who have elected to speak about their experiences of learning 
in ILE spaces. Taken together, the lived experiences of these students in ILEs highlight a need to consider the impact of 
spatial configurations on students’ sense of connectedness that support spaces where children feel that they can belong 
and learn.
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re:Activate Session 2 | Stakeholder engagement and collaboration: 
The building blocks for a robust project brief. | Thursday

re:Activate Session 2 | The importance of Process in Developing 
Cultural Narratives for Schools | Thursday

re:Activate Session 2 | Listening, Testing, Proposing –  
Stakeholder-driven design at Mount Aspiring College | Thursday

Jane Hill, Chow: Hill’s 

Meiling Honson and Elisapeta Heta, Jasmax 

Matthew Webby, Athfield Architects 

Abstract: International studies point to inadequate briefing as a fundamental contributor to poorly performing buildings; 
brief misalignment having wide ranging impacts upon time, cost and quality, and ultimately putting student learning 
outcomes at risk. The task of ‘getting the brief right’ therefore poses a significant project challenge for designers, project 
leaders and educationalists alike. Faced with a blank sheet of paper and rapidly evolving tertiary context, how does a 
project team best approach the development of this critical foundation document?

This session proposes that the solution lies in collaborative and creative stakeholder engagement. Taking time at the 
front end of a project to ask, listen, test and iterate with a broad range of participants and perspectives has proven 
essential to comprehensively understanding the questions and project challenges - prior to offering design solutions in 
terms of square metres, space planning or aesthetics.

Drawing on research, project case studies, failures and wins, this session will share learnings and insights on effective 
collaborative engagement at the front end of design, the building blocks for a robust project brief.

Abstract: Each context is different, every stakeholder group is different, and at times it can be very confronting, it can 
also be very joyful. However there are no rules, apart from the rule of authentic collaboration.

The project design team will look at some examples of lessons learned in regards to integrating cultural narratives and 
how to navigate through the process with a view to bringing the various stakeholders more closely together.

We will reflect on the journey of Western Springs College Ngā Puna o Waiōrea, a co-educational, co-governance 
secondary school alongside a Te Reo Māori immersion kura working in partnership and situated on one campus. They 
are both together and apart, each celebrates the differences contained within.

Abstract: In the space of ten years, Mount Aspiring College in Wanaka, New Zealand has grown from a stable roll of 
around 650, to around 1200 and with no signs of slowing down. In 2017, Athfield Architects were engaged by the Ministry 
of Education to create and implement a plan to address this growth. From the outset it was identified that in-depth 
and wide-ranging consultation would be key to fully understanding the aspirations for the future while maintaining the 
unique identity of the school.

This session will explore how Athfield Architects engaged with voices from a wide range of stakeholders using an 
iterative ‘Listening, Testing, & Proposing’ process. Through workshops and hui including students, staff, school 
leadership and community stakeholders, this approach was used to both gain an understanding of the collective 
desires for the school; and allow meaningful input by these stakeholders into the design. Listening is used to develop an 
understanding of aspirations before pen is put to paper. Testing is used to explore and provoke in order to tease out the 
real brief. Proposing is used to put forward more concrete ideas to get collective buy-in before progressing to the next 
level of detail.

21st Annual Conference 17th-19th May 202319



SITE TOURS

Innovative Library Spaces  
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Te Ara Ātea 

Tūranga Christchurch 
Central Library

A visit to the award winning libraries Tūranga and Te Ara Ātea. Innovations and originality in civic spaces with strong 
cultural narrative references in the design of these buildings. Te Ara Ātea also features a sensory garden space, designed 
with input from local schools. It won a gold medal at the 2022 Master Landscapers New Zealand of awards. Make sure you 
explore the viewing decks at Tūranga to get one of the best views of the earthquake damaged Christchurch Cathedral.

Architect: Warren and Mahoney

Te Ara Ātea is a rich cultural and community facility in 
Rolleston, developed in partnership with Te Taumutu 
Rūnanga, with a fully integrated contemporary public 
library experience, bookable spaces, and significant 
museum and contemporary art exhibitions.

Architect: Architectus

Tūranga fosters life-long learning and is the place for 
information, inspiration and entertainment. At nearly 
10,000 square metres, Tūranga is the largest public 
library in the South Island and the flagship for the 
Christchurch City Libraries network, supporting 19 
community, digital, and mobile libraries. 

In partnership with Matapopore Trust, the cultural design 
engagement organisation for Ngāi Tūāhuriri, a multi-
layered and intricate bicultural design response was developed and as a result, the design addresses ‘the local’ as a key 
functional and aesthetic driver.  The whakapapa of Ngāi Tūāhuriri and Ngāi Tahu is embedded in the form and fabric of the 
building. Mātauranga mana whenua has been integrated to create a unique bicultural interpretation of a ‘storehouse of 
knowledge’.  The building is a beacon, creating a vibrant edge to Cathedral Square and a dialogue between the civic space 
of the Square and the activities within the library, particularly the key public space of the Community Arena. 
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Tertiary STEM Spaces – UC 
(Available on Wednesday 17 May 2023)

Ernest Rutherford

Beatrice Tinsley Building 

Beatrice Tinsley and Ernest Rutherford named after famous NZ Science

Architect: Jasmax

The Ernest Rutherford Building brings together many 
science disciplines that were previously housed in 
different buildings and makes up the first stage of the 
Rutherford Regional Science and Innovation Centre 
(RRSIC). Shaped like an X-chromosome, the building 
is a state of the art, inspiring home for science. 

The five storey, 20,500 sqm building has brought a new 
heart and culturally defined identity to the centre of the 

University. The facility is unique in Australasia for combining six different science disciplines under one roof. The rebuild 
offered an opportunity for the university to create a world-class teaching and research facility, which encourages and 
fosters collaboration creating a future-ready building for delivering tomorrow’s science.

Architect: Jasmax

The masterplan for the wider Rutherford Regional 
Science and Innovation Centre precinct is designed to 
promote the university’s commitment to collaboration, 
encourage connections between research disciplines 
within science departments, and generate potential for 
cross-pollination. 

The precinct consists of two buildings connected by link 
bridges, the Ernest Rutherford Building which contains 
science laboratories and teaching spaces, and the 
Beatrice Tinsley building which houses academic and support staff offices. The efficient layout of the light-filled open 
office spaces significantly reduces the amount of floor space required, allowing room for flexible learning spaces and two 
multimodal laboratories for teaching secondary school. Enabling efficient resource sharing and an effective flow of people 
and ideas, the four levels of the Beatrice Tinsley building are connected by a continuous timber staircase that links each of 
the departments located on different floors, providing the ideal space for spontaneous encounters .
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Tertiary STEM Spaces – UC 
(Available on Wednesday 17 May 2023)

CBD Independent Schools  
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Waitaha Special Needs Hub

The Cathedral Grammar School

Lemonwood Grove School: 
Te Uru Tarata

Visit these complementary schools, co-located on the same site. Waitaha School relocated and opened a newly built 
school in 2017. They offer education programmes for students with special needs aged 5 -21 years. Waitaha shares a site 
with Lemonwood Grove school which also is featured on this tour. Lemonwood Grove also opened in 2017 and has had a 
second stage build as its roll has grown.

The schools we will visit in the inner-city are both independent schools. Cathedral Grammar is a private preschool and 
primary school (years 0-8) with award winning classroom and playground design. Christ’s College is a private boys’ 
Anglican school, founded in 1850. It features both historical buildings and modern facilities.

Architect: CO-STUDIO

Waitaha is a Specialist Education school catering for 
young people with Ongoing Resourcing verification 
aged between 5-21. This school was relocated from 
its original site in Templeton to be co-located on the 
Lemonwood Grove School site.

Architect: ANDREW BARRIE LAB

The site is a 1818sq m corner site on the junction of two 
arterial roads. The project is a modern wooden building 
to house 8 classrooms for Junior pupil aged between 
5 and 7 yrs. The building was designed by Tezuka 
Architects (renowned Japanese architects) and Prof 
Andrew Barrie (Auckland University, Andrew Barrie LAB) 
. Apart from the amazing wooden-framed construction, 
the building features a stunning roof-top playground 
(designed by Lyttleton designer Pippin Wright-Stow) of 
high visual impact to general public from the adjacent 
arterial roads.

Architect: CO-STUDIO

This school was the first of its kind in New Zealand. 
Labelled an Innovation School by MoE, this school was 
developed using design build procurement in order to 
develop a school faster than the current process allows, 
while not dropping the overall quality of the asset.
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Inner City Contrasts 
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Christ’s College Canterbury

St Margaret’s College

Ao Tawhiti, Unlimited 
Discovery School

In this tour you will see two very different styles of learning, both in new and innovative learning spaces. Both sites 
cater for Years 0-13. St Margarets also has a preschool. St Margarets is a private college for girls. Their new build project 
includes  two new buildings linked by a bridge. The lower level classrooms allow for seamless flow to the outside. 
Catering for Years 1-13. Ao Tawhiti is our inner city special character state school. Their fundamental tenet is that the 
child is central in directing their learning. This school is different to most schools, their ‘playground’ is the city and they 
use the city resources in their learning.

Architect: Wilkie and Bruce Architects

The new Miles Warren Building at Christ’s College 
replaces the 1920’s Maths and English classroom 
buildings and a three level brutalist science block which 
were all demolished due to serious damage following 
the Christchurch earthquakes. 
 
The College board considered contemporary design 
alternatives but instead opted for a contextual 
proposal which builds on and reinterprets the existing 

architectural language of the campus. The whole campus has exceptionally high heritage value and is made up of 
predominantly Collegiate Gothic and Arts and Crafts influenced stone buildings arranged around quadrangles.

Architect: Athfield Architects

The Canterbury Earthquakes caused the loss of 80% 
of St Margaret’s College’s facilities. The Winchester 
Precinct is the largest and final stage in the rebuilding 
of the campus.  
 
Derived from the campus master plan, the concept 
design for the Winchester Precinct was developed 
around the following drivers; creating a prominent and 
active front door along Winchester Street, framing the 
new College Courtyard, efficiently combining modern learning spaces in a single flexible structure and consolidating car 
parking to the south of campus & increasing student outdoor space. The design takes cues from the previously completed 
gym/chapel (Athfield Architects) and library (Wilkie & Bruce Architects) buildings to create a visually connected campus; 
but also works to develop softer and more active edges to help express the vibrancy of the College.

Architect: CO-STUDIO

This is an inner city Area School with a roll of 670 
students. We have students aged from 5 - 18 years of age. 
The building is three years old. It is a multi story building 
with a flexible learning environment. The school has a 
special character status reflecting its unique pedagogical 
approach which saw the school become unique in NZ. 
The school is truly urban with a clear desire to be a part 
of not apart from, the city. floor. 
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Rolleston Tour  
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Rolleston College 

Rolleston is one of the fastest growing areas of New Zealand and has seen significant growth since the Christchurch 
earthquakes. Five new schools have been built since 2010. On this tour, you’ll see a brand new high school and a primary 
schools. All feature innovative learning environments and a high level of collaborative teaching practice. These schools 
strongly reflect their cultural narratives as part of their design. Clearview has recently added a large covered outdoor 
learning area (COLA) and you can also see the different iterations of learning spaces that have developed over time.

Architect: ASC Architects 

Rolleston College is the first secondary school in New 
Zealand’s fastest growing town. The new school caters 
to Year 9-13 students with a current roll of 221 Year 
9 students. Built to meet the demand of a growing 
population, the school expects 1040 students by 
2021.The bright, airy spaces have room for up to 1100 
students to learn comfortably, with provision for 
additional space in the future of up to 1800 students. 
These spaces include open areas for collaborative 
learning and quiet spaces for independent learning.

Clearview Primary, Covered 
Outdoor Learning Area (COLA)
Architect: WSP

The project at Clearview Primary features a built 1000m2 
canopy which sits over the top of 2 x netball/basketball 
courts.  New turf has also been installed alongside a 
speaker system.  The school has been built in stages 
as the roll intake has grown and each stage means a 
different learning environment.  We can share these 
learning spaces too.  They include a large MLE space, 
Relocatables and single cell classes with flexible spaces.
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Co-located New Schools on New Sites  
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Halswell/Lincoln Tour   
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Shirley Boys’ High School & 
Avonside Girls’ High School, 
Rebuild

As a result of the earthquakes two large single sex schools relocated from their original sites to a shared co-located site 
in 2019. This tour will include the challenges and opportunities of setting up a co-location. Each school while maintaining 
its own separate teaching spaces also enjoys the benefits of combining shared areas in order to deliver efficiencies of 
scale that each school alone could not have provided.

On this tour, you will see two new schools, built since the Christchurch earthquakes. Ararira Springs and Knightstream 
School are new schools built to meet changing population growth in their areas. You will see reflected in the designs 
strong links to their cultural narrative as well as innovative spaces for collaborative teaching and learning. The buildings 
at Ararira have been gifted names that are connected to the Ararira waterways narrative. Knightstream will have a 
second stage build due to growth in their area.

Architect: ASC Architects

A state of the art design to create the “ultimate campus” 
was unveiled in 2019 for the rebuild of Avonside Girls’ 
High School and Shirley Boys’ High School which shares 
a 11.5 hectare site at Queen Elizabeth II Park. 

The design, created by ASC Architects, and won in 
competition against New Zealand’s leading architectural practices, features a 750 seat performing arts centre, a 100 seat 
theatre, four full-sized sports fields with a 400m running track, three full-sized indoor gymnasiums and a cafe and fully-
equipped commercial teaching kitchen. The total campus provides approximately 22,000 square meters of built area.

Each school while maintaining its own separate teaching spaces also enjoys the benefits of combining shared areas in 
order to deliver

Ararira Springs Primary - 
Te Puna o Ararira
Architect: Designgroup Stapleton Elliott

This project was driven by large population growth in 
the area. The name Ararira Springs Primary – Te Puna 
o Ararira honours the area’s bicultural heritage and the 
importance of the Ararira river. The large learning block 
is Arawai (channel of water) and the smaller learning 
block is Hikuwai (source of a river). 

The design looked to form a campus with capacity for 
750 students, that had room for future growth but also a sense of place from day one. The planning provides flexible 
spaces equivalent to 19 teaching zones, that can be tailored to the current needs of the students and teachers, while not 
limiting change in the future.
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Knights Stream School - 
Mingimingi Hautoa , Ōwaka
Stage 2. 1 Expansion 
Architect: Designgroup Stapleton Elliott

Stage 2 Expansion 
Architect: CO-STUDIO

This project was driven by large population growth 
in the area and Designgroup Stapleton Elliott were 
engaged as part of a DesignBuild procurement 
strategy by Southbase Construction for the Ministry 
of Education. The education brief was for three main 
learning zones throughout the school, these being:

Kūkūwai (Swamp) - Block C

Awa (River and waterways) - Block D

Maunga (Mountains) – Block B

The design looked to form a campus with capacity for 750 students, that had room for future growth but also a sense of 
place from day one. The planning provides flexible spaces equivalent to 19 teaching zones, that can be tailored to the 
current needs of the students and teachers, while not limiting change in the future. 

Maker spaces throughout the blocks open on to outdoor learning areas and enable students to easily engage in creative 
learning with art and food technology. A dedicated Waitaha unit caters for students with additional learning needs 
and its position between the Kūkūwai learning zone and the library hub means those students are integrated into the 
main school community. KamoMarsh landscape design worked with the architectural design to create imaginative and 
fun grounds for children to play, learn and grow in, on and under. The outdoor play spaces are designed to encourage 
healthy risk taking, utilise native planting wherever possible and provide options for play all year round. 

East 2022 Builds   
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

These schools are two of the most recently built in Christchurch. Pareawa opened in July 2022 after being relocated to a 
new site due to the Earthquakes. They have a strong cultural narrative and the school is built to reflect their values. Two 
teachers work in a pod which can open to a four with breakout rooms down the middle. Te Aratai opened in May 2022, a 
large secondary school with buildings placed in such a way to provide a protective perimeter from the prevailing wind to 
the centre of the school, allowing the learning to spill outdoors.

Pareawa Banks Avenue School
Architects: WSP

Pareawa Banks Avenue School was rebuilt as a result of 
the 2011 earthquakes. The school took possession of the 
new school in July 2022. We took all staff to Australia in 
2016 in order to help us create our detailed design brief. 
Because we were very explicit in the design brief we 
have got a school tailor made for us. One key aspect was 
we wanted teachers working primarily in collaborative 
pairs with the option to work as a four. Our learning 
pods allow this to happen well
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Progression of Builds     
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

On this tour you will visit three schools that contribute from one to the other. Beginning at Burnside, you will be 
welcomed with a mihi whakatau ( a cultural welcome). This is a new build which sits adjacent to the intermediate 
site, which is also a total school rebuild. Boys may continue on to Christchurch Boys High, one of the oldest schools in 
Christchurch. The new buildings, which include a specialist science building, have integrated well amongst heritage 
buildings, making use of sustainable features including recycled materials, smart lighting and ventilation.

Te Aratai College

Christchurch Boys’ High School

Architects: Architectus 

A major school rebuild designed for community-
whanaungatanga and kōrero, Te Aratai College (formerly 
Linwood College) reflects its diverse community and the 
pursuit of academic excellence. The design for Te Aratai 
College is based on a strong and cohesive framework 
that organises a ‘Community of Buildings’ to shape a 
place-based ‘Community of learners’. This approach 
creates a rich diversity of interior and exterior learning 
landscapes and experiences for both ākonga (students) 

and kaiako (teachers). The range of scales and learning settings throughout both the built and outdoor environments 
provide an environment that is relatable to ākonga, is engaging and nurturing, while also providing the flexibility for the 
College to optimise the layout, function and future flexibility for the delivery of an ever-evolving pedagogy.

Architect: Architectus

The Caddick and Caldwell Block development is 
the most recent addition to the Christchurch Boys 
High School (CBHS) campus. Both Blocks provide 
replacements for those of the same name that 
were irreparably damaged in the 2011 Christchurch 
earthquakes. Dedicated to former headmasters, these 
general and specialist science teaching facilities form a 
combined 4,880m2 area and integrate with the Category 
1 heritage-listed Main Block and adjacent Hall, the 
development frames the central Mihi Whakatau Quad 
bringing together many distinct site elements. 

Burnside Primary and Cobham 
Intermediate School 
Architect: Architectus

This project encompasses the two existing schools 
of Burnside Primary and Cobham Intermediate into a 
new co-located campus, along with the integration of 
a special needs satellite facility for Allenvale School. 
Originally situated at either end of a shared site in the 
North West of Christchurch, this project brings the 
schools together into a shared campus while retaining 
their individual identity and different visions for their learning experiences. Schools are often regarded as central to 
our society, and this project looks to enable a sense of ownership that fosters this and encourages interaction and 
participation, not only within the schools but within the wider community.
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Hornby Tour 
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)

Traveling to the West of Christchurch is the suburb of Hornby. On this tour we will visit both a primary and secondary 
school. South Hornby Primary school was completely rebuilt on a new site not far from the original site. Hornby High is 
being almost completely rebuilt with stage one and two complete and a future stage to come. A feature of the school is a 
technology ‘learning street’ and their connected curriculum and timetable changes for years 7-9.

South Hornby School 
Te Manu Tukutuku

Hornby High School

Architect: Maguire and Harford Architects

Modern learning Environment based on Cultural 
Narrative.

Architect: S&T Wellington

A near full school redevelopment using a mix of flexible and small learning spaces.

Reimagining a Community  
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)  

In recent times some of our Intermediate schools (yr7&8) were closed and the local  high school became a Yr 7-13 provider. 
In this visit you will see a primary school that moved to the vacant intermediate site and refurbished the spaces to be 
suitable for younger children. The Middle School building has been designed to be an exciting, invigorating space that is 
inclusive for all students. This included spaces for Ko Taku Reo - Deaf Education and visually impaired students with 2 of 
the learning spaces being designed for Ko Taku Reo - Deaf Education, also included is a pedestrian boulevard that links the 
special needs unit with the mainstream school. Students were involved in some of the design features of the school. 
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Te Ara Koropiko West 
Spreydon School

Architect: Fulton Ross Team Architects

Since the earthquakes in 2010/11 West Spreydon School 
had many meetings, inspections and discussions as to 
the state of the school and its future. In 2017 discussions 
began on the overall vision for the school, presented 
as an education brief. Fulton Ross Team Architects was 
appointed by The Ministry of Education to work with the 
school in realising this brief.  

The plans for the school include a focus on creating 
spaces which enhance learning experiences for the teachers and children. The design incorporates research on 
attachment and developmental theory ensuring a strong focus on the importance of the teacher’s relationship with 
the child.

The spaces within the design include shared teaching spaces with a kitchen/science benches/ wet area attached to each 
teaching space, and ability to isolate areas and expand as required for different teaching. The design further includes 
library/community space, offices, meeting rooms, outside amphitheatre, and teacher work spaces. Each learning space 
includes break out spaces allowing varying learning group sizes.  Flexibility, here playing an important part in keeping  
up with the 21st century learners. The plans are staged and cover 20 years of development, however with the majority  
of the build in stage 1.

Hillmorton High School 
Architect: Baldasso Cortese Noordanus

The overall design reference it’s site and connection to 
the port hills. Hillmorton High school staff and students 
worked collaboratively with Ariki creative to express 
the naming of the building through illustrations and 
graphics on the interior and glazing.

Bilingual and Technology  
Centre Te Rohotu Whio

(Available on Wednesday 17 May 2023)

Te Rōhutu Whio is the most recent school to open in 
rapidly growing Rolleston. 

Te Rohutu Whio 
Architect: CO-STUDIO

Te Rōhutu Whio features a technology centre for Year 7 and 8 learners, which also caters for some of the other  
schools in the area. There is also provision for reorua  (bilingual) learning. Learning is co-constructed with,  
inquiry-based and pursued through authentic contexts. You will be welcomed onto the school site with a Mihi  
Whakatau (welcome ceremony).
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East by the Sea   
(Available on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 May 2023)  

Take in the beautiful seaside communities of Redcliffs and Sumner as you drive over the estuary to visit two schools. 
After the Canterbury Earthquakes, Te Raekura Redcliffs relocated two times and stayed in temporary premises for 9 
years. Their new school opened in 2020 on a different site from the original. The school has won numerous awards for 
its innovative design and use of materials. Sumner School has a strong cultural narrative and used students’ ideas and 
perspectives in the build process. Innovative refurbished and new buildings strongly link to the story of the land.

Sumner School

Te Raekura Redcliffs

Architect: WSP

Our school rebuild as part of the Canterbury Renewal 
Project was completed in 2020. We are incredibly proud 
of our school’s learning spaces, their design and the 
opportunities they provide for us with teaching and 
learning. A very special part of our rebuild has been 
the development of our Cultural Narrative and the way 
that this has been woven through our design and build 
process. 

Architect: Tennent Brown Architects

Te Raekura Redcliffs School is a unique environment, 
rich in both natural and cultural history and subject to 
many contraints in the local environment. The school 
expressed in our brief a strong desire to connect with 
the site, with Te Ao Māori and for a new school that 
would support our pedagogy and values. The project is 
conceived as a community of buildings that reference 
and connect our school to its site and history and 
provide a variety of diverse spaces for learning and 
play. Intentional diversity of building form, materiality 
and colour was adopted to express the pedagogical 
development of tamariki through their years at school, 
cultivating a village feeling with distinctive placemaking. 
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Māori Medium and Award Winning    
(Available on Wednesday 17 May 2023) 

This tour is a special visit to two schools who deliver the curriculum in the Māori language.Te Kura Kaupapa Māori 
o Te Kura Whakapūmau i te Reo Tūturu ki Waitaha is a Māori immersion school that caters for Years 0-13. They have 
several new learning environments that have been developed. You will be welcomed to the school with a pōwhiri 
(a welcome ceremony).

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori 
o Te Kura Whakapūmau, 
Te Reo Tūturu ki Waitaha

Rāwhiti School, New Build 
and Landscape Development

We are a designated Kura Kaupapa Māori Aho Matua, we 
are uniquely Māori and our ethos is based on the Māori 
World view, Māori knowledge and values and revitalising 
the indigenous language of New Zealand - Aotearoa. 
We are an Area School that caters for 5 year olds to 18 
year olds. This is a common pattern used in tukutuku 
(ornamental and traditional lattice work, found panels 
between carvings in meeting houses). This was repeated 
in the new canopy between the new Blocks 16 and 17. 
Koru patterns used in the mara (garden) also feature a 
mangōpare (hammerhead shark). 

Architect: ASC Architects

Rāwhiti School exists because of the earthquakes that 
devastated the eastern suburbs of Christchurch in 
2011, which resulted in the merger of three of the local 
primary schools in 2015.   In 2020 Rāwhiti School was 
the winner of the Landscaping and Outdoor Learning 
Areas category in both the Learning Environments New 
Zealand and Learning Environments Australasia awards.  
Rawhiti School’s achievement demonstrates the 
possibilities of what a high-quality learning landscape.
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Performing Arts Buildings    
(Available on Wednesday 17 May 2023)

Lyttleton School is a merger of two schools post quake.They have worked with their local performing arts community to 
share a performing arts space - The Lyttelton Arts Factory (LAF). This unique partnership sees their students experiencing 
rich opportunities in ‘The Arts’ and applying these skills in projects and productions throughout the school year.

Lyttelton Primary School

Cashmere High School

Architect: ASC Architects

This brand new two story primary school on the main 
street of Lyttelton was the result of a post-earthquake 
merger of Lyttelton Main and Lyttelton West schools. 
In just 16 months, the new school, catering for 300 
pupils, was designed and built on a small terraced 
site where the historic Lyttelton Gaol once stood.  
With significant archaeological heritage constraints 
and known contamination issues to respond to, the 
design of the new school supports a flexible approach 
to learning. The main building includes innovative 
learning environments over two levels that have been 
designed to provide multiple educational methods 
that encourage and foster openness, collaboration 
and connectivity in all aspects of school life.  The open 
plan learning spaces have been designed to provide 
connection to exterior learning spaces with outlooks 
that take advantage of the site’s unique port town 
setting and historical context.

Architect: Athfield Architects

Named in honour of Sir Terence McCombs, the school’s 
first principal and former Minister of Education, the 
McCombs Performing Arts Centre is the focal point 
of Cashmere High School’s post-earthquake re-
development. Emerging through extensive stakeholder 
consultation during masterplanning, it became evident 
that the school had a once in a generation opportunity 
to create a purpose-built performing arts centre. The 
building has been designed with a focus on learning, 
however, works hard to ensure that the spectacle of the 
theatre is not lost.
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Residential Accommodation    
(Available on Thursday 18 May 2023)

On this tour, you will see two very different residential builds which have been designed to cater for learners with diverse 
needs. The first is Halswell School, for students experiencing learning, behavioral and emotional needs. Students live at 
the school for a period of time.

The second is Tupuānuku, University of Canterbury’s newest and largest accommodation facility. There are fully 
furnished rooms alongside shared lounges and spaces designed to enhance social interactions which have been 
designed to help students to transition to independence.

Halswell Residential College, 
New Residential School 
Buildings

Tupuānuku, University 
of Canterbury

Architect: Baldasso Cortese Noordanus

Halswell Residential College provides a specialist 
short term intervention for neurodiverse students 
with complex and challenging behaviours aged 8-18 
years.  The site was established in 1888 when it was 
Mt Magdala, a home for unmarried pregnant girls who 
washed clothes in a laundry run by the Catholic Church.  
The previous residential buildings were built in the 1970s 
when the facility was called Marylands School.  The new 
build is made up of four whare around a central play and 
leisure area.  Each whare can house up to 8 students in 
self-contained rooms.  Particular attention was made 
to ensuring the environment did not feel institutional, 
utilised robust building materials, did not overstimulate 
sensory-issues, provided good  line of sight for 
supervision while having quiet spaces.

Tupuānuku is the University of Canterbury’s newest 
and largest student accommodation facility. Managed 
by Unilodge, it offers over 500 fully furnished rooms 
alongside shared lounges, landscaped courtyards, and 
study and leisure spaces.

The key aims for the project were to deliver a space that 
enhances the student experience, supports learning, 
encourages collaboration and friendships, enables the 
transition to independence, and prioritises student 
welfare. 

The name Tupuānuku derives from the star in the 
Matariki cluster that represents the food and medicine 
grown in the earth, speaking to the University’s ambition 
to foster a supportive atmosphere that nourishes and 
provides care for residents.
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School and Chapel   
(Available on Thursday 18 May 2023)

New Build and Technology Centre    
(Available on Thursday 18 May 2023)

This tour is a special tour to visit a school which has an award winning chapel. St Andrew’s chapel uses salvaged materials 
and heritage items with a very modern twist. The chapel is flexible. It can be used for different functions, while at the same 
time remain a special space. The south wall is made entirely of glass but a clever design of using 5 triangular bays breaks 
this up and is a special feature - a nod to gables of Gothic Churches.  Also at this school are brand new boarding houses 
and a gym. You will also visit some learning spaces.

Te Matauru School is a brand new established school to cater for population growth. It includes a technology centre 
which surrounding schools use. Pegasus Bay school is a school built in 2015 to cope with the population shift after the 
earthquakes. It’s the first school in NZ to generate its own power with its extensive solar panels. There is a tree house 
inside a junior block of classrooms which is delightful.

St Andrew’s College 
Centennial Chapel 

Te Matauru Primary 

Pegasus Bay School

Architect: Architectus

Architectus won the design competition for a new 
chapel following the damage to the original Memorial 
Chapel in the Canterbury earthquakes. Christchurch 
has lost a lot of its built heritage. Retaining a memory 
of the original Chapel as well as the memorial aspect of 
honouring the Old Collegians is an important part of the 
concept for the new chapel.

Architect: CO-STUDIO

Te Matauru Primary is a full state primary school 
(Y0-8) in West Rangiora. It opened at the start of the 
2020 school year. The school name was gifted by Ngāi 
Tūāhuriri, meaning “eyes to the west”, describing the 
schools positioning towards the Southern Ranges. 
This is reflected in the school logo and vision:Ekea Kā 
Taumata Ki Te Uru – “look to the peaks of the alps and 
ascend to great heights”.

Architect: Jasmax

Our school has a unique history, with deep connections to the area in which we are located. Our Kura was originally a small 
rural school by the name of Waikuku which was founded in 1873. We relocated from the site at Waikuku to our new school 
in Pegasus Town in 2014, renaming the school to Te Kura o Manga Kawari, reflecting the varied communities that our school 
is connected to.  Families move to our area for the coastal, rural lifestyle and our school reflects this. It is a school that lets 
children be children - wear bare feet, climb, get grazes and have fun. We value all that is great about our place - the beaches, 
the lake, the forest, the wetlands, the river and the history of our area. We believe in learning through experiences, so it is 
important to us that we engage with our surroundings in meaningful way. We are a school for adventurers, for creators and 
for thinkers. Primary school for children in Years 1-8
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NETWORKING EVENTS

Hear from special guest Peter Young, one of New Zealand’s leading documentary makers, directors and producers. 
Peter has a strong connection to the land and people who live and work on it. Peter recently completed and released the 
feature documentary The Art of Recovery which tells the story of post-quake Christchurch. This will be an opportunity 
for delegates to understand the context in which the conference is set in before the official opening day.

PRE EVENT - WELCOME TO ŌTAUTHAI/ CHRISTCHURCH 

Date: Tuesday 16 May 2023

Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm

Venue: The Piano: Centre for Music and the Arts 

Dress: Smart Casual

Ticket: $60.00

Provided: Light canapes and beverages
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WELCOME RECEPTION 

Join us at Te Pae Christchurch, the city’s gathering place — an architectural and social landmark designed as a welcoming 
heart in the centre of the city. Reconnect with colleagues and friends and be treated to a range of beverages and canapes 
before enjoying a free evening to explore the city.  
 
This event is proudly sponsored by 

Date: Wednesday 17 May 2023

Time: 4:30pm - 6:30pm

Location: Te Pae Christchurch, Hall 1&2

Dress Code: Smart casual	  

Ticket: 1x complimentary ticket included with all conference registrations

Provided: Canapes and beverages

21st Annual Conference 17th-19th May 202336



CONFERENCE DINNER 
AND AWARDS

Join us for the Conference Dinner where we will announce the winners of the Learning Environments Australasia Awards 
for Excellence in Education Facility Design. This is an opportunity to celebrate as we welcome you to one of Christchurch’s 
most impressive venues, Christchurch Town Hall.

This event is proudly sponsored by

Date: Thursday 18 May 2023

Time: 7:00pm - 11:00pm

Location: Christchurch Town Hall

Dress: Code: Formal

Tickets: $220.00

Provided: 2-course plated meal, beer, wine and soft drink
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ACCOMMODATION

REGISTRATION FEES

Group accommodation bookings have been made at Crowne Plaza Christchurch & Novotel Christchurch Cathedral 
Square. To find out more about the accommodation options, please visit the conference website. 

The rates quoted for accommodation are specially negotiated for delegates of the 2023 LEA conference. In order to 
secure these rates, you must book via this conference registration form. Please do not contact the hotel to make your 
accommodation bookings as these rates are not available direct with the hotel. 

Registration is now open for the 2023 Learning Environments Annual Conference, re:Activate.  Early Bird Registration will 
close on Friday 17 March 2023, book and pay before this date to secure the discounted registration rate.   

Please note all prices are displayed in Australian dollars and inclusive of GST. All registration rates are subject 
to GST, payable at the NZ rate of 15%. If you are having any trouble with the registration process please contact the 
Conference Manager, BCC Management (03) 7031 9900 or info@bccm.com.au.

Register Here

Registration Type
Early Bird 
Register & pay on or 
before 17/03/23

Standard Rate 
Register & pay on 
or after 3/03/23

Learning Environments Australasia Member 
All members of A4LE are eligible for this rate. $1100.00 $1300.00

Non-member $1400.00 $1700.00

Educator Special  
*Schools that purchase one full priced conference 
registration will be eligible to receive the educator 
special rate for one additional registered teacher. 

$1100.00 Not available

Student Registration  
Student Registration is valid for those enrolled 
in full-time study. ID required. 

$870.00

Young Professional  
Organisations or schools that purchase two full 
priced registrations, can bring up to two Young 
Professionals aged 30 or under. 

$700.00

Social Events

Pre-Event Welcome to Christchurch $60.00

Regional Awards Conference Dinner $220.00
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GENERAL INFORMATION

VENUE 
 
Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre| 88 Oxford 
Terrace, Christchurch Central City, Christchurch 8011, 
New Zealand 

Getting to Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre 

The centre is located on the corner of Armagh Street and 
Oxford Terrace, and also opens onto Cathedral Square 
in the heart of Christchurch. The centre features multiple 
access points, which can be reached by foot, car, taxi 
orelectric scooter.

Vehicle drop off and pick up for guests is available on 
Oxford Terrace and Armagh Street. Download a copy of 
the map to see where these entries are located. 

Bike 

Numerous bike stands are available on Oxford Terrace 
and Armagh Street for securely locking bicycles. 

Bus 

Most local and some long distance services depart from 
the inner-city Bus Interchange, located just 10 minutes’ 
walk from the centre. Bus routes Blue (1, 44, 29), Orange 
(7, 28), Yellow (5), 7, 86, 87, 91, 92, 95 all stop at the 
Manchester Street Super Stop, seven minutes walking 
distance to Te Pae Christchurch. For more information 
please visit www.metroinfo.co.nz. 

Parking 

Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre does not have 
an onsite parking facility. There are multiple off-street 
parking sites operated by either the Christchurch City 
Council or private operators. 

Additional parking is available 
at the following locations: 
 
The Crossing Car Park – 700m 
Lichfield Street Car Park – 750m 

Key Locations 

Christchurch International Airport – 10km 
The Piano – 0.3km 
Christchurch Town Hall – 0.5km 
Crowne Plaza Christchurch – 0.2km 
Novotel Christchurch Cathedral Square – 0.3km 

DIETARY REQUIREMENT

If you have any dietary requirements, please detail them 
when you register. We require 7 days’ notice to ensure 
your dietary requirement can be catered for. At the 
conference, keep an eye out for the special diets table or 
ask one of the friendly venue staff for assistance.  

WI-FI

All conference delegates, event attendees can access 
complimentary Wi-Fi whilst at the venue.  Wi-Fi login 
details will be available via the conference App.   

PROGRAM DISCLAIMER

The speakers, topics, and times are correct at the time 
of publishing.  However, in the event of unforeseen 
circumstances, the organisers reserve the right to alter or 
delete items from the conference program. 

CONFERENCE MANAGER 

BCC Management

P: +61 (03) 7031 9900

E: info@bccm.com.au

W: https://bccm.com.au

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS AUSTRALASIA

P: 0457 351 520

E: hello@a4le.org.au

W: www.a4le.org.au
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Connecting, Developing and Designing

Conference Website

https://bccm.eventsair.com/2023-lea-learning-environments-australasia/

